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Scholars say Urdu knows no boundaries

By Irfan Aligi

KARACHI: Urdu cannot be contained by boundaries so Maulvi Abdul Haque cannot also be divided as Pakistani or Indian.

Although, there is no government support in India for the promotion of Urdu but it is making progress with reasonable speed. These remarks were made by immanent Urdu scholar and poet of Indian sub-continent, Dr Khalique Anjum on the occasion of the first, seven day long International Urdu Conference (IUC) held at the auditorium of the Arts Council of Pakistan (ACP) on Thursday.

Haque had donated his provident fund worth Rs 40,000 after his retirement to establish a building for the Urdu Board and had played a major role in establishing the Usmania University, he added.

Dr Gopi Chand Narang presented his thesis on renowned Urdu revolutionary poet, Josh Malehabadi’s life and poetry. Narang regretted that it has been 60 years since the creation of Pakistan but Josh’s poetry against imperialism has been neglected. Narang claimed that Josh was like a dictator because when he composed poetry, words seemed to be a subject to his will and he was called a revolutionary poet because of his contribution to the freedom movement of India and Pakistan, he said.

Dr Shadab Ehsani in his thesis discussed the importance of Urdu during the pre-partition era. He said that according to a survey, the mother tongue of 80.62 million people in the sub-continent was Urdu. Presently Urdu is the mother tongue of 40.34 million people in India, he claimed.

Dr Shazia Ambreen in her thesis admired Haque for his devoted struggle for researches in lexicography, corrections and footnotes about ambiguous terms and other literary perceptions. She remarked that Haque did not physically marry a woman but he claimed to marry Urdu in his youth.

Dr Hilal Naqvi in his address quoted Urdu scholar Ali Sardar Jaffery saying that Josh was deliberately ignored in Pakistan due to which Pakistani youth is unaware of Josh’s work. However, he regretted that Josh’s bibliography, ‘Yaadon Ki Baraat’ is a bestselling book of Urdu literature but people have only shown their interest in a selective part of the book that is about Josh’s affairs with the fair sex.

Dr Yahya Ahmed in his address said that Josh was a revolutionist. He also quoted Ali Sardar Jaffery saying that Josh was a man who had challenged the imperialists and his poetry was full of courage.

Speaking on the occasion, ACP Honorary Secretary Ahmed Shah said that although it was a difficult task to hold a seven day long IUC but ACP did it.

The inaugural session of IUC was divided into two segments, one for Baba-e-Urdu Haque’s life and his contribution to Urdu and the other was for Urdu poet Josh Malehabadi. 

Jamiluddin Aali, Aftab Ahmed Khan, Dr Jamil Jalibi, Hameed Akhtar, Hajira Masroor, Dr Siddiq-ur-Rehman Qidvai, Intizar Hussein, Wahid Bashir, Saifur Rehman Girami, Prof. Sahar Ansari, Dr Gopi Chand Narang, Dr Manzoor Ahmed, Dr Fehmida Hussein, Yousuf Sindhi, Iqbal Mirza and Riaz Hanis presided over the IUC while Ambreen Haseeb Amber hosted it.

